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Music Priority Standards K-8

Music: Kindergarten - Grade 2
K-2.M.1 Nurture Personal Spirituality

K-2.M.1a 1.a Use music as a prayer form

K-2.M.1b 1.b Participate in a variety of liturgical celebrations using sacred music.

K-2.M.2 Sing and Perform a variety of songs, alone and with others

K-2.M.2a 2.a Sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm

K-2.M.2b 2.b Sing ostinatos, rounds and partner songs

K-2.M.2g 2.g Play a variety of pitched and unpitched percussion instruments

K-2.M.2h 2.h Play basic rhythmic and melodic patterns

K-2.M.3 Read and Notate Music

K-2.M.3a
3.a Read whole, half, dotted half, quarter, eighth notes and rests in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 meters, use a 
system (syllables, numbers, or letters) to read simple pitch notation in the treble clef in major keys

K-2.M.4 Listen to, analyze, evaluate, and describe music

K-2.M.4a 4.a Use physical. movement to respond to music characteristics while listening to music

K-2.M.4b 4.b Identify simple melodic contours and music forms

K-2.M.4c 4.c Identify families of instruments by sight and sound

K-2.M.4m 4.m Discuss and demonstrate proper audience behavior

K-2.M.4n 4.n Compare two compositions

K-2.M.4o 4.o Explain musical preferences using correct musical terminology

K-2.M.4p 4.p Evaluate own performance

K-2.M.5 Improvise and compose

K-2.M.5a 5.a Create and arrange short rhythmic pattersn and melodies within specific guidelines

K-2.M.5b 5.b Create movements to accompany readings or music

K-2.M.6 Understand relationships between music, the arts, and other disciplines

K-2.M.6a 6.a Name terms or ideas that are used the same way in music, art, dance or theater

K-2.M.6b 6.b Identify common themes found in all subjects

K-2.M.7 Understand music in relation to history and other cultures

K-2.M.7a 7.a Identify a piece of music that is from the current time period and one from another time period

K-2.M.7b 7.b Describe in simple terms how the elements of music are used in musical examples from various cultures

K-2.M.7c 7.c Identify various uses of music in their daily lives: celebrations, special occasions, TV, movies and worship

Music: Grades 3-5
3-5.M.1 Nurture Personal Spirituality

3-5.M.1a 1.a Participate in leadership roles in ligurgical celebrations

3-5.M.2 Sing and Perform a variety of songs, alone and with others

3-5.M.2a 2.a Sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm

3-5.M.2b 2.b Sing music written in two parts

3-5.M.2c 2.c Sing with good breath control, posture, timbre and diction

3-5.M.2j 2.j Perform on at least one string, wind, or percussion instrument

3-5.M.2k 2.k Perform simple songs and accompaniments with expression and technical accuracy

3-5.M.3 Read and Notate Music



3-5.M.3a
3.a Read dotted quarter, dotted eighth, sixteenth notes and rests, triplets and syncopated rhythms in 
2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 6/8, and 3/8 meters

3-5.M.3b 3.b Identify and define symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo and expression 

3-5.M.3c 3.c Use technology when available.

3-5.M.4 Listen to, analyze, evaluate, and describe music

3-5.M.4a 4.a Use proper terms when explaining music, music notation, and performances of various sytles and cultures

3-5.M.4b 4.b Identify tone colors of various instruments and voices by sight and sound

3-5.M.4r 4.r Develop a class evaluation tool with which to evaluate performances

3-5.M.4s 4.s Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources when composing and arranging

3-5.M.5 Improvise and compose

3-5.M.5a 5.a Compose short pieces within specific guidelines demonstrating the elements of music (use technology if available)

3-5.M.5b 5.b Use a variety of traditional and nontraditional sound sources when composing and arranging

3-5.M.6 Understand relationships between music, the arts, and other disciplines

3-5.M.6a 6.a Compare and contrast common terms and ideas used in music and other subjects

3-5.M.6b 6.b Describe the ways that music is related to other subjects

3-5.M.7 Understand music in relation to history and other cultures

3-5.M.7a 7.a Compare the functions music serves, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed in different cultures

3-5.M.7b 7.b Identify music from different historical periods by genre and style

3-5.M.7c 7.c Describe the role of the Catholic Church in the history of music

Music: Middle School
MS.M.1 Nurture Personal Spirituality

1.a Participate in leadership roles in ligurgical celebrations

MS.M.2 Sing and Perform a variety of songs, alone and with others

2.a Sing independently, on pitch and in rhythm

2.b Sing accurately thoughout their vocal ranges, with good breath control.

2.c Sing music written in two and three parts

2.j Perform a variety of pitched and unpitched instruments independently and in ensembles

2.k Play simple melodies and simple accompaniments

MS.M.3 Read and Notate Music

3.a Read in both treble and bass clefs

3.b Use appropriate musical terminology when discussing music

3.c Demonstrate the ability to read music notation through performing

3.d Use technology when available

MS.M.4 Listen to, analyze, evaluate, and describe music

4.a Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords and harmonic progressions in music analysis

4.q Evaluate the quality and effectiveness of their own and others' performances by applying specific criteria and offer constructive suggestions for improvement

4.r Apply the class evaluation tool to personal performances and listening preferences

MS.M.5 Improvise and compose

5.a Create a simple harmonic accompaniment

5.b Improvise short melodies, unaccompanined and over given rhythmic accompaniments, each in a consistent style, metera and tonality

5.c Use technology, when available, for composing and arranging

MS.M.6 Understand relationships between music, the arts, and other disciplines

6.a Discuss ways in which the arts are similar to other subjects

MS.M.7 Understand music in relation to history and other cultures

7.a Name the composer and historical period of a familiar musical example



7.b Classify music from different historical periods by genre and style by its characteristics



[1] Updated March 2022


